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June 30 BBC - The at either the Zhare Dasht country devastated after 

United Nations refugee temporary camp near the years of fighting with a 
agency is expected to begin main southern Afghan city shortage of houses, jobs 
moving some 19,000 of Kandahar or to a camp in and food 

Afghan refugees from a Pakistan. Added to that is the 

precarious makeshift camp Nearly 200,000 Afghan growing sense of 

at Chaman on the Pakistan refugees have returned insecurity 

border . home from Pakistan and In the north, clashes have 

A UNHCR spokeswoman, Iran since January this year been taking place between 
Maki Shinohara, said an Last month, the UNHCR rival warlord factions while 
agreement was reached and the governments of there are fears of a 
with the Pakistani Iran and Afghanistan resurgence of former 
Government about a month signed an agreement to help Taleban forces in the south 
ago. to close the camp and repatriate refugees in Iran and east 

relocate the refugees Most of the refugees who Aid agencies say the 
because of security have come back to growing violence threatens 
concerns - Afghanistan have returned to disrupt their efforts to 

The operation will start from Pakistan where they provide relief to ordinary 
with the removal of the first had fled to escape the Afghans and rebuild the 
group of around 100 fighting back home country after more than 20 
families They will But many of them find that years of war 

eventually be re-established they are returning to a 


IJuly-UK Foreign remain in Afghanistan for of circumstances, how can 

Secretary Jack Straw has as long as you want to help we encourage the world to 
been hearing first hand of you build this country into do their duty and come here 
the security dangers in the a prosperous and stable to invest in Afghanistan." 
former Taliban stronghold community," Mr Straw one man asked 
of Kandahar in said, the Press Association 

Afghanistan news agency reports During his visit to 

Kandahar Mr Straw is also 

Hours before Mr Straw's Mr Sherzai illustrated the due to see drugs officers 
arrival, a bomb explosion in security worries of the area trained by the UK to fight 
a mosque in the city by describing an attack on against opium production 
wounded at least 10 people. Monday evening at a local 

mosque Kandahar's neighboring 

Mr Straw told local leaders provinces of Oruzgan and 

that the UK would stay in A time-bomb in the mosque Helmand have traditionally 
Afghanistan for as long as wounded at least 10 people, been strong poppy growing 
the people wanted three of them seriously. areas The BBC's Kvlie 


KANDAHAR, Afghanistan which was hidden beneath following Islam and that 
(AP) June 30th - A bomb a vest in the mosque, said their interpretation of Islam 
ripped through a mosque in Mullah Abdullah Fayaz was wrong," Kandahar 
southern Kandahar on police chief Mohammed 

Monday as worshippers Fayaz and local officials Akram said "This is the 
gathered for the final prayer said they suspected important thing and the 
of the day, wounding 16 militants from the former reason they probably 

people, four of them Taliban regime or their attacked Mullah Fayaz‘s 

seriously, a religious leader allies placed the bomb mosque." 

said because he had condemned Akram said he had offered 

No one claimed their interpretation of Fayaz additional protection, 
responsibility for the I slan^. "Mullah Fayaz said but the religious leader 

remote-controlled bomb, the Taliban were not declined 


Maidan: to Kabul and Abdullah Ali, 2004. The United States of 

Construction of the Kabul- and the minister of public America, Saudi Arabia and 
Kandahar highway began works (construction Japan are paying $180 

Wednesday. The affairs). million that cost the 

inauguration ceremony was The construction of this construction of the Kabul- 
attended by Robert Finn, highway will end during Kandahar highway which 
the American Ambassador the last months of the year 1200 km long. 


lifting the suspension uul women nave a wun stair memoers ana 

imposed on the nation in prominent role in sport in representatives of National 
1999 when it was under Afghanistan, so we have Federations both Olympic 

Taliban rule, decided that the suspension and non-Olympic, and with 

of the Afghan NOC will be athletes, male and female. 

The International bfted. 

Olympic Committee ' The aim of the visit had 

(IOC) did not accept the "What this means is that been to assess the current 
sports policy of the y wil1 be eligible to sports situation - the 
■Afghanistan's former come to Athens, structure and composition 

Taliban rulers, who of the NOC. representation 

rejected a request to " We wil1 have to discuss and activity of the National 

permit women's sports. l h e feasibility of this with Federations and sports 

them. Either they will come facilities 

But the nation could now by qualifying or via some 

return to competition in sort wildcard The delegates also 

time for the 2004 Athens considered athletes' 

Olympics, Executive "Either way, we hope to potential in terms of sports 
Director for the Olympic have some Afghan athletes and disciplines, training 
Games Gilbert Felli said ‘ n Athens." conditions, representation 

Sunday. An IOC delegation, headed of women, and potential 

by Director of NOCs scholarship holders for the 
"In ' October 1999, the Relations and Olympic Athens Games next year 


July 1-United States forces Munim was not a popular appointment of top Iraqi 

in Iraq have removed the man in Najaf. officials, 

interim governor of the 

holy Shia city of Najaf and' There had been The man earmarked to be 
arrested him in connection demonstrations against him health minister was unable 

with allegations of by the local Shia population to take up his post due to 

kidnapping and corruption. who disliked him because popular protests, again over 

of his previous position as a his alleged corruption. 

Abu Haidar Abdul Munim colonel in the Iraqi army. 

had originally been He was also a senior Baa,h 

appointed by the American The arrest was requested by P art V offic,al und er Saddam 

military after the collapse an Iraqi judge in Najaf. in * spokesman for 

. . . . _ the US and British forces in 

of Saddam Hussein's connection with a series of , , . , , . , 

oi saaaam nussems lraq admitted that m j sta kes 

regime in April. allegations including wou|d bg made jn thg 

corruption, kidnapping and process of trying tQ 

American troops detained attacking a bank official establish a new 

him, along with about 60 of government. The deputy 

his aides - many of whom B ' s not *be first time the governor is to run Najaf 

were armed. Mr Abdul 0CCU Py< n g forces have until the local council 

made a mistake in their selects a replacement. 
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The constitution can 
guarantee freedom and 
future of our nation. 
Drafting the 

constitution, publicity 
for it and other affairs 
of it have been secret 
and complicated. 
Distribution of its 
question sheets for 
asking the peoples' 
opinion about the 
constitution is rapid in 
some provinces, but 
slow in some other 
provinces. When most 
of the people in the 
provinces are illiterate 
and the others are 
under pressure of the 
local commanders and 
the other powerful 
people, how can the 
local residents express 
their point of view 
frankly? When the 
commanders and 
powerful people 
'control all the 


residents of their under 
controlled areas and when 
the local people are 
scaring from them, dare 
anyone express their point 
of view frankly?, or is 
their anyone to note such 
a problem? 

The members of these 
commissions are hired by 
the afghan government 
and they have written 
those questions in the 
question sheets that in 
deed are of no 
importance. The way in 
which these questions are 
written is very high than 
the knowledge of the 
ordinary people and there 
might be a big confusion 
for the ordinary people to 
answer them. After a very 
long time the members of 
the constitution 

commission disclosed 
some of the important 
matters of the 


constitution, but in all 
of these matters, no 
changes are found in 
the system, bases and 
essence of the 
government. If these 
matters written by 
these commissions are 
accepted, we and our 
country will surely 
face many problems in 
the future, because 
these matters are not 
acceptable by Afghans 
and the International 
Community. 

Hope the commission 
for the constitution 
presents the Loya 
Jarga a draft that really 
includes opinions of 
the Afghan people. It 
should not be a draft 
that is already planed 
by a few people and it 
should not be imposed 
on the people. 


Afghan DPs 


June 29 JALOZAI (The 
News) - The Afghan 
Commissioner has 

terminated all staff 
members of the Afghan 
Commissionerate of 

Afghan Refugees Camp 
Jalozai for charges of 
corruption, embezzlement 
&nd mistreatment with the 
refugees 

The action was taken after 
frequent complaints 

registered by the Afghan 
refugees about the corrupt 
practices of the staff to 
Afghan Commissioner 
General (Retd) Mushtaq 
Alizai. Sources inside the 
commissionerate said the 
staff was involved in 
massive corruption for the 
last several months. 
They were also reported to 



have been creating hurdles 
for the refugees to facilitate 
from the ongoing 
repatriation process started 
by United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) 

During his surprise visit of 
the camp, the Afghan 
commissioner checked 
record of the 
commissionerate and 
collected important 

information from various 
sources about activities of 
his staff. He, on the spot 
issued termination orders of 
camp commanders, Abdur 
Rahman Khan, Jamiluddin 
Khan, Younas Khan, 
security in charge inspector 
Shahzada Hasnain. Former 
divisional administrator of 
Afghan refugee camp. 


Haripur, Iftikhar Khan has 
been appointed in Jalozai 
camp. 

The sources also said that 
some staff members of 
the commissionerate have 
joined hands with corrupt 
officials of the UNHCR 
and were allegedly 
involved in creating 
hurdles for Afghan 
refugees to get relief 
package offered by the 
United Nations before 
leaving for their 
homeland. 

The staff members were 
also reported of forcing 
the Afghan refugees to 
offer them Rs 1,500 to 
2,000 before declaring 
them eligible for the 
relief package. 




June 30—BRUSSELS 
(The News) - NATO is 
preparing to take over a 
peacekeeping force in 
Afghanistan in August, 
amid growing calls for 
the mission's mandate to 
be extended to deal with 
mounting insecurity in 
the battle-scarred country. 
The Alliance will take 
over the International 
Stabilisation Force 

(ISAF) in the war-scarred 
country, in the first "out- 
of-area" mission 
meaning beyond its 

| tradition European theatre 
of activities in NATO's 
54-year history. 

But even as troops train 
for the August 11 

handover to NATO 
command, calls are 

multiplying for the force 
to be extended from 
Kabul and its immediate 
surroundings to cover 
other parts of 
Afghanistan 

An extension of the 
force's mandate seems 
however unlikely any 
time soon, inciting 
NATO commanders to 
look at other ways to 
boost ISAF's influence, 
such as working more 
closely with so-called US 
sponsored "provincial 


reconstruction teams" 
(PRTs) some of which are 
already on the ground 

NATO decided in April to 
take command of ISAF, 
which will remain under a 
UN mandate The current 
4,700 strong force was 
deployed at the end of 
2001 after the fall of the 
Taliban to US attacks 
following the September 
11 attacks, and is currently 
jointly led by Germany and 
the Netherlands. 

In the rest of the country, 
the United States has about 
8,500 troops under 
Operation Enduring* 

Freedom] 

NATO's top commander in 
Europe, US General James 
Jones last week designated 
the commanders of the 
Alliance-led force as 
German General Goetz 
Gliemeroth and Canadian 
major general Andrew 
Leslie. 

Military commanders are. 
currently battling to fill the 
"shortfalls" in force in time 
for the handover in less 
than a month and a halfs 
time 

Preparations are well 
underway, it is going pretty 
well. The problem at the 


moment is not the number 
of troops - we have them - 
but the logistical aspects," 
such as transport, said one 
diplomat 

Commanders acknowledge 
that "pressure is building 
up" over the issue of 
ISAF's man’date 

Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai, UN officials as 
well as non-governmental 
organisations want the 
force's geographical 

mandate to be extended, at 
a time when the security 
situation is deteriorating on 
the ground 

But British General Sir 
Jack Deverell, in charge of 
planning NATO's takeover 
of the Afghan force, said 
the issue was more than 
about geography "We 
need to get away from the 
idea that Isafs influence is 
simply defined by a line in 
the groupd," he said, 
speaking recently at 
NATO's Supreme 

Headquarters Allied 

Powers Europe (SHAPE) 
in Mons, Belgium 

"What we need to do is 
expand Karzai s area of 
influence and use ISAF.. 
to help him do that," he 
added. 


June 30'"- JALALABAD, 
Afghanistan (Reuters) - 
Several rockets were fired 
into the eastern Afghan city 
of Jalalabad after dawn 
Monday, causing some 
damage but no casualties, 
witnesses said. 

One of the rockets landed 
near an office of the U N. 
Childrens' Fund (UNICEF) 

in the city center, they said 

One ripped through the roof 
of a house nearby, one 
landed outside a military 
base and another failed to | 
explode. 


was the target. 
"It wasn't our office that 
was affected," he said "It 
was a military compound in 
the same vicinity." He said 
he had received no reports 
of casualties 

Jalalabad, which is on the 
road to neighboring 
Pakistan, has been the 
scene of several rocket 

strikes and bomb blasts ; 

since the fall of the Taliban 1 

in late 2001. 


the north of Jalalabad to 
t stop militants slipping in 
f from Pakistan 

i 

I About 11,500 troops, most 
> of them American, are 
hunting Taliban and al 
Qaeda fighters. in 
; Afghanistan. Osama bin 
; Laden and his al Qaeda 
: group are the prime 
suspects in the September 

11, 2001, attacks on the 
United States. 


There was no claim of 
responsibility for the attack 
and security officials were 
not immediately available 
for comment. 

A UNICEF official said he 
did not think the agency 


Previous attacks have been 
blamed on Taliban fighters 
and their al Qaeda allies, 
who have targeted foreign 
aid agencies and the city's 
air base where U.S.-led 
forces are stationed. 
The attack came several 
days after U S.-led forces 
launched an operation 
along the Pakistan border to 


The U S military said one 
of its patrols was ambushed 
at the weekend by about a 
dozen gunmen near a 
firebase at Shkin close to 
the Pakistan border to the 
south _ of Jalalabad. 

The patrol suffered no 
casualties and U S. forces 
retaliated with artillery and 
Apache helicopters. 



July I “-BBC 
International support has 
successfully transformed 
Afghanistan from a 
pariah state, UK Foreign 
Secretary Jack Straw 
says. 

On a visit to the Afghan 
capital Kabul, Mr Straw 
was upbeat, saying that 
life for the overwhelming 
number of Afghans is 
now completely different 
to what it was under the 
Taleban. 

Mr Straw's revelation 
came on the way from the 
airport to the city - where 
he had seen shells of 
buildings 12 months ago, 
he said, now there were 
businesses. 

And where people had in 
the past been downcast 
they were now holding 
their heads high. 
He declared that Afghans 
now have freedom, there 
is life on the streets and 
economic activity. 
Girls are in school and 


their country is making its 
way with the rest of the 
world. • 

Security woes 

But he admitted after a 
meeting with his Afghan 
counterpart, Abdullah 
Abdullah, that there are 
difficult challenges ahead, 
primarily security. 

He shared with Mr 
Abdullah his view that 
Afghanistan ultimately 
must ' secure itself. 
"As in any other country, 
security must lie in the 
hands of the people of that 
country, in the end. And 
others can do what we can 
but it's both your 
responsibility and your 
duty," Mr Straw said. 
But on the ground, security 
is deteriorating and efforts 
to empower Afghanistan's 
central government through 
.the formation of a national 
army and training of police 
are going slowly. 
The much-discussed 


programme lor 

demobilisation and 

disarmament of the 
country's various armed 
factions seems to have 
frozen. 

Those problems, together 
with the reappearance of 
the Taleban in the south 
and continued fighting in 
the north, threatens to 
scupper any real 
reconstruction of the 
country before it s barely 
begun. 

Britain has responded to 
Afghanistan's calls for 
more peacekeepers by 
committing a 

reconstruction team to the 
northern city of Mazar-e- 
Sharif. 

Mr Straw says while it is 
very early days for the 
team, he is hopeful that 
based on their good track 
record of working closely 
with the Afghans, the 
British will be able to' - 
make a difference. 
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